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ere Is my ideal summer weekend: First, it wounldn't be a
Saturday moming withouwt an cary-morning trip to the

Brattleboro Farmers” Market, on Bt 9 In Brattbebsono,

e ket is hield inoa pacbed-dist clearing enclosed by il magles
reear & small broode [t o place where children play in a Lange sancdbo
musicians play under a tree, neEighbors greet neighbons, and people bus
{rom stands hesped full of colofal flowers, Fruits, vegetables and crafes.
T rrairoed swad fodansdosd Iy Farmbeds, Of oomirse, aromind 25 veam ago.
Mo iES & SCemember, Weweekly, siv-month, nonprofit onganization of
farmers, craftypersons and Chefs. The rulde is that everything sold in the
market—ard that inchsdes furmiture, masks, hand-painted silk scarves,
oy, Beef and pork, croissants, fruits, vegetables, goat cheese, chil
deem's clothing, pewely, flained ghicg amd “ e Best homemade roam
serabcly chvicken-on-a-0 5L " —has fo e local

I e st Sesiw wears, the Bood a1 the market has 2o imematonal.
Oy Saturday from @ aam. ge 2 poni, vou might find oosoks from Thal-
land, Camercen, Tarkey, [zaly, India or France serving up their special e,

After a tasty breakfase, 19 fly down Re. 20 1o the Tonvnalsend
Awction Gallery. 17d get there 2 lithe Late, Dut they aseslly mn from
A0 eo after 1o pom., o that’s olag

Thirs i3 & pekl] CoRIRErY AUCTO Wien® vou Can Dy evervthing fnom
iy B used Cars. Bt is also sonefbng mome—it's auction as
theater, Auctioneer Kit Martin is a bomn perfocmer, and Be's boen in
love with asctionceng all his life. There aoe older folks b bofam wh
remmernber him as a Kid of 8, going about his chooes while practicing
auction chanis

Martin loves 1o pour on the emotion. Hes sliernasely witty, clswning,
teasing. gesaipy, soductive and insulting. Dut be's never Bosing. | once
saw him bring up bo the block what looked like a stick of wood, He
called it =4 rane wooden Blade From an old-fashioned lawn midéer,”
and e auctioned it rapidly ug (o $1500 Then e sdovitied hie staged
thee sholie thing with a couple of frends. “That was fun,” e wid, i the
runner ok away the piece of Kindling, “Lets 4o i again sometime.”

O Sunmday; 1 religioush attend she Church of the Newfane Flea
Market, also an KL 30, i MNewfane.

I like o watch thve vendors unpack thedr wanes. The first aishe tersds
10 b [l of weathenisd, Bearded men who put ot rifles, anticuee snow
slbs, shatgund, teape, stuffed animals and=—in a touching tabube i
eternal boyhood—marbies. In other aidbs you can find swhibe-haired
wornen laving out patchwork quiles, decorsted plaves aml Costunee
jewelry. A witty Scotswoman who came onde to empty er dlosets has
Begonine &8 endmonsd of Bea market life that shie Ao siiuars GLikgss
im Ak wiivbes fod Uedngs 1o séll 5t Mewlane in the samimet

In recemt yvesrs, cBay has decimated most flea markets, and
Mewlane's no exception. Sadly, it shrinks mone @very yeac Bue ir's sill
aih imgroant social soeme foe the vendors, dealers and Customers, and
I can sl find enowgh to s and, occasionally, o buy. Mostly, | like
watching the people and collecting overdward dialogwee. My favorite!
Twio men wete walking by a croisded exbde when one notiosd a pith
el o salie Hhe boded s friemad, Yoo koo what o pith helmet 5
for? 1'% so monkeys dont pith on vour hesl.”
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Brotileboro Formers’ Markel Wherstane Plara

Sauthernermoatl.com =

ol free 077 VTSROST & Lifes | |rL1:.'*li'.HI'."I'I:' « 19



