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hipwe been living in Vermont for 16 v, Uri;.,;i.null':,'. 1

came from Pennsylvania in junior high school, and

thien Connecticut, where | stived through undergradoate
achoa] at UCONMN, | have been friends with Bill amnd Jeanetbe
White since the 19605 In 1972 we all were living in [linois,
I wias in Chicago and they werne at Southern Ilinois
University in Carbondale. 1 went to visit them one weekend
aned decided to leave with Bill for Yermaont, He picked me up
in Chicago in an ¢ld white van they owned and we drove off,
Since then, | have Hved within bwo mibes of whene []:'I..ll my
tent on the ground for the first time when be and 1 got here,

17emn Infercsted in evenvihing wet, What coukl be more altiaciive (o
screniee 1o me T Thete 15 a healthy svsteam o givers amnd sticams 1o
lishs, Theng s gl oo fish theeme, The landscape 13 plcasang to ook @
ani] welcomies vous, Thie pace ol sctivaiy i peasonabde and naot frendtic
I scale of th seciety is at a human kevel, whther 0% piblac palicy,
COOMEHTIEC 2CTvEDY or the size of Our commaunities. Thede ase stundy amnd
ompeent poople ving e wiho shae my values. The CoammEnicy
SeeEnls Dok valuee whal | <an Contibite e i well-being

Wi ham Loty s blessad wintly riviers and stpcamys hal weloodmss
e 1o enjoy the ol of doors [n one way of anothern, Thers ane [ods
major tribgicaries b Uhe Commeceiciut BEver i the oounty, They ane the
West, Sastons, Willllams and eerticld rivess
The West Kiver s chie largest rives in the coginby, The Yeest has

HETES SWIE T vides, oty o Uhie avsainy fiver ansd oin i8S orile Gadics

One of thiee on the Bock Baver, & trbutary that podns the YWest in
| MiEmemseratan, i just alf B, S0omofth of Heattliebaons, The Wit River
el has @ heking trall that beging (0 Brattlebons and Bolloss the old
radl lime, nkchnameed =400 Miles of Trogible™ whille it was opsegating
bscakise ol the mmier of swashonts the line sullered over 1he vears
Priging high waler, poople can cands and kavak the lenggih of the siver
lecam the Corps of Enginders Fhood combrol Jamn i Tovwnshend o §is
gonBluseree with the main fver in Bratiletora, There b alse the high-wager
rebEase el spaing &ndd fall teom che Ball Mowtain Dam 10 Jamiakca
ooess b the @vent is thiough the Yermond Mate ark in Jamaica.
Druging &rv spells, with boww Thowrs in the fiver, canoeing the river B
& paetly Ermpey ridke. [ sodmecd e wails a fat-waled CApETienor, ey can

laumch onte the Hetreat Mesdoss immcdistely o of Braglebsneos oan

HA. ) & &y RiEmee in O sl g susmimer o lall, seandiess of (low
gomditions. A the Retreal Meadows, thiae afe 55-pdais acees ol cabm
water fephete with wading beds, water animalks ard lots of hass, Il you
did mat brimg a Cances with voul, omne can b eenied an Conndctiout River
Salan of the Wit River Marina, both off KL 5 in Braobessso

The saxioms Biver has Dwe swWiimming arcas of mobe ofy thee hoaseT
rver, Litle Egyvpt in Westmiinster and Pwin Falls in Bellows Falls. Both
&g oiegh o findd, bast woath the exgloring to fnd them, The Willlams

HEver has swimmmendg areas off of Pleasant Valley Boad in Roeckingham

O neoke b the condinenoe of the Willkanes Biver whate i1 oins the

madn Conrectiout Rivern, @ loecation known as Heprichs Cove, just off B, 5

waters of the main dver and its tributaries flow theough the Green

recerth of Bellows Falls. This ans has been disignated an Important Binding
A by thee natbonal Audubon Sochety, The back wader areas anooand
Hemicks Cove have a summers-kong population of =ong binds, osprey, bald

cagles, waling birds like boonas and kil deer, ducks and peese of all varicties

that swim and breed here. The area is an impostant stop-over refuge for
milgrating brds of all kinds in the spring arnd fall. The drive<in area is
maintainid by the TranwCanads Corporation amd offers picnic tabbs and

charcoal grilling kn a quiet peacefinl setting.

The Deerfichd is in the westem side of the county, Many of the head

e L msks
Sruntxin Mational Forest o power comipany Lamd. This area is wik] and s
abmest comgletely undivebopsl. There s one federally makntained primitive
camping area on the main rver. & magrix of roads 5 malntaieed for scoes
1o the power company dames and to allow people into the national forest
Ihe acoess bo this area is 2 tum off of e @ west of Willmington, If your
map down’t show this network of moasds, just follow the dver as it tums
mewthward off of Re. 9

Andd then there i the Ashing. Most of the kower reaches of the trilm
tarbes tor the maln Connectiout Bliver ane popualated with small mouwth
bass, rock bass, some trout, and depending on the seavon, peech, pickerned

Willimms Biver ﬁ'l‘l-l’Jllru.ll'thlr

andd walleye, The main fver has the ame speches mix, Dut feser trout amd
the adsded plus of Lnge mooth bass, Hesdwater aneas onall tributarkes 1o
the Connectiout hold trout, aseally rainbow or boook with an occaskonal
brown trout theown in to make things interesting. There are no special
regulations on any of our Windham € ounty mvers. A fishing loenise is
neslid if you areld v of age or okler, and whien yoo gt your license
wou will get a Boaklet of the general ishing regulations that will inform
you of coisel Wmits andd any other pestictions.
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