Bob Barreit

Semi-retired Realtor,
Member of
The Greatest Generation
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ok, [ wasn't born In Vermont, but | got here as soon as |
could! As a youth and then a counsclor, | spent clght
vears at a bovs' camp In New Hampshire. As a coun-
selor, | enjoyed many days and weeks driving and canoeing
in Mew Hampshire, Malne and Vermont. My fecling then
(and later found to be trec) was that Vermoent was far more
cnvironmentally concermed than the other two states—Act
250 had just been inttiated, which eventually would protect
thie mountain tops, the open land and growth patterns. [t
also provided incentives to protect wildlife and fisherics,

including streams, ponds and lakes,

Im 19499, 1 dlecided bo take & soouting teigh 1o Vermoml. | convinced
miyself that the “green state”™ would indeed b home someday, 18 took
20 vears and hand work in my eeal estate company befone we could
afoed the move, but happily we arfived in 1970,

Wi bocikisd for & bomse all over Southiern Yermont ard discovenisd
Windham Couanty. 18 offensd everything we wanted and wene used 10
woininegg fromm a salnatban towm, plus bow traflic yolume, mang din roads
and a general feling of pesce with ity amenities in nearbny Brattlebon

Wve Finadly foursd the sillage of our dreams in the restoned early
Arverican sillage of Geafton, cradied in the wosded foothills of the
Crreen Mountains, Grafton is a small, renal community (pogulstion G111
The village anza is calomial. AN the homes are meatly kept, reflecting &
price of ovwnership. There are two pictumesque cliusches—a brick one for
1858 ) for

wimber. Thaee i also an historc “Oikd Tavern,” frnsoly a stage

summier (5. 1B33p ancd the other clapbosnd (wlhibe, of Courie) i

coach inm e, 1802 ard now what soome refer fo a8 “the most
chegant little nn in all of Mew England.” To complete this
picture-book setting, two of many swift-flowing trout strearnms
run thaough the village arsd join st Below fown conter. Thene i3
Al e mnain thaough highway. Peogide come to visil CraRon, not o

"EE drive thirough it—and often remark that *5ts the modt Beautifal
& village on earth—didn’t think theee wene any maee like 72"
E While Grafton i o “Bit off the borten highway,”™ a varicty of
recreational amd Culbural opportunitics ane readily available. Junt
diown 1he o froem the Ol Tavem s CGrafton Pongds, a Fouar-
spson outdoor recreation snea that offers cross-country sliing,
hiking, bking, skating and mech mone

There's the Grafton Histovical Society musoum, e Mature

Museum, Grafton Village Chese Company, Huanver's Gallery
Callery North Star and Jud Hatmann's Gallery go peoviche local
iriberest and cultural activity. Tater Hill Country Cluly, Stratton
Sountain, Brombey amd Okemo providle neardny skidng. Fishing,
ridingg amed hamting are offensd theoughout Ehe area. The sur-
raounding hills and mountaing s ensd with chear, cold trout
steeams, Ancknt rosds ard trails—gread for hiking, cross-Country
skiing, snewmobiling and exploning ald oellar hodes.

| really enjoy the hunting and fishing in the ansa. Grafton has several
smiall streams—Hinkley Beook, Willic Brook, Howe Brook, Stiles Brook
and the South Branch of the Saxtons River that ane great for exploring and
for catching native brook trowt. My son amd | used to fish together: He
woekd stant at thee 1op of the steam high on the mountain and 1 would start
a the bottom, and we'd meet for lunch in the middie. We'd wade in the
waler and fish the pooli—maost locals fish from the banks, We discovered
areas that we didn't think anyone had fished befoee and, of course, have
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South Branch of the Saxtons Bhver, Gralftomn

troat for dinner that night. The largest brook trout | ever caughit (137)
was fromm a stream that stans in Sowth Londonderry and goes up the
back-side of Stratton Mountain.
5o while we wenent bom in Yermaont, we have lived here for nearly
10 years and feel that we have outgrown our “flatlnder® stigma! Ansd nonw,
all three of our dhiklen, and two of our grandchildren, Bive bore, foo!
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