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ALMOST UTOPLA:

Greg Joly, Mering wholar,
@ wrltfear Ehe dead [or Almmsost
toypias: The Residents and
Fadicals of Fikes Falls,
Vermont, 1950, The book
caphinrs Vewrmomders awad prople
“frownd away” il vk vl play
aurbay e sy of 1950, Mils bockgeound eisay places e poopit, Tae
it e Targer comaleat of slbe omid mationa! hisgene The Vermmond Hisdorical
Sociely pubrivhed dve bosk o copics can be onaered all vermasvalil dhorpong.
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miay have grown up in the Appalachian feothills of

— Iw-.-.-.h.-m Mossachusetts, but I've lived In Southern Vermaont
for almost 20 vears. It Is the perfect place for a middle-

class, white, long-haired homesteader with progressive
deals, Mot to mentlon someone interested in historlc social
justlce philosephics and movements, progressive metal ala
Porcupine Tree, intemational monctary policies, carth-toned
poctry and the fine art of letterpress printing.

| Teas] o o Cronhikind Codlege in Faindiek], Yemmeont, 10 fnish my
BA work in lisbogical social criticasm and diseovonsd what a neal winber
is like, mot to menbon what 4 commarunaty of scholars coulkd seally b
Mheee years liter my panner, Mary, needed to do her student tesching
] e T A feienad i Ele Brastlebonn system who was willing fo ke
et 1. Al & X L2 cabin on Newtane Hill b 1o b second-foor farm-
lspurse pervial in Jamakca, wiich led e a Diendshigs with a Wiwil
Comsciemtious. objector wi sold us 20 hilly, Iat Deautiful, sines in
e wettern ervd of iy, Viermamt Sirachid us, Bt iE wias the oo
s .|||.L' i e T ivlde it onie PO,

Wi stay because wie have Become rooted 10 the nd. We stay
Decanse we o peoge and they know us a0 theére £ an
usiderstanding of e amd et Bve. We sty Decause wie cadn
griv onar o Foasd, live off the grd amd me one Ehinks than
wie'ne i, insalting or freakish, We stay because we can see
e Periind imeteor showes in Aligust O Ouid dNanerRa
Wi atay Decause i s dom’'t debend wha we gne and hon
wie live Pene, thede i oo hsene elue wie'd rather be o conilid
neally gov. W stay Docause a real snow storm Ccan beep e
waorlel distant for an entire day. We stay because we know
wheri the Fumaiingbinds come back, bichude we can harvi=t
aar oo fuel, Beciuse | can get most of my histodical
ez pch mabeiels through the Sase's excellent inbedibrasy
loan svstem. We stry becaumse peaple know how oo Dave &
propeer wisin We stay for e cammival of weather. Y s1ay
becanse we have msbe and are at honme

- Simmply liviing im a place, over a oourse of year, opans you
o thiee Il of & |'\-'.||_-|' HIF ess B Berestang Vitiboes e £l
:L wikilife, even when they wreck laved i Hse garden. 1 is
M truly amiarng how Righ urkeys can laench themaehoes

willen spsobed Troam & ievwly planted] soed bed now pot-hobed Into & saml
bathe A bear that comes ot of e tree lne just a5 vou oome out the
doos im the morming. The myriad birds thar migrate aned find their way
Back b wis. Adsd the moode that Clismbid 5 s Bank 1o @61 5 betber look
TR Caat B JUSE 38 W wWiere EEng S

W eribemain ourselyves, maostly with reading and chores.

O bocal anm mursewim ansd mefuge §s e Elalne Beckwith Gallesy in
lamaica village acrods from the post office. Elaine has an it connoiseurs
tasbe and marvelous eye that brings in new work constantly, §visit weekly

For liberatune, reviews and poetry, iU's Bob and Susan Armold's
lsnghousepostroom., a workid-clss operation mn on love, perseverande
and a fine editorial eye Mos especially chick Bob's Woosdburmirs

Hamiton Fails. famailca b Credid

Andgl ol cogirse there B always the ever-unblded], mualtilacetsd, not-=io-he-
muissed March Towmn Mesting andd the cmech-lunch pe-tahie seheciions
W smpvsnoe in winber and somat od oellar hiodes the rest of the veae

Then there ane my never-ending safans in quesd of foemstion on Soott and
Helen Mesanmgs A vears of imesteading on the lap of Finnacks Mountain

Andd meandering throagh all the ased and mew booksiores between
Nanchester and Everyome s Boois on Ellot Mreet i Bratibethom

| alwn excel b thic archale wpart ol lefter writing on my grandiaihers
Remdngion mamel typewriier, with all the threill of licking the envelope
anal stamplng (8 ot throwgh the U, mail system

Hamalton kalks strprises peopie | take theee bo visit, B neminds you that
rafene has a beawty which |5 dangemous and demands repect, | go there to
bk, B alivsots, 1or Bistem, (o sl the eock lichens afler a main. My visits ane
CHI0E & SEA500 10 500 Cach new garmwent, Frogquent visies oo not always shanpen
O % aftenion, Savoring ooamaes with. meneory

As the old timeen sald of the most desible wild apple: Se=arch no further
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